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The New York Junior League Hosts 73rd Annual Winter Ball,
Raising Approximately $850K for Community Programs and Volunteer Training
Sold-Out Winter Ball, An Evening in Wonderland, Honors Two Outstanding Sustainers and Five Outstanding Volunteers

New York, New York (March 4, 2025) - The New York Junior League (NYJL) celebrated its 73rd Annual Winter Ball, one of the city's most anticipated black-tie events, on Saturday, March 1, 2025, at Cipriani South Street, the glamorous downtown venue. This year’s sold-out Winter Ball, An Evening in Wonderland, broke historical fundraising records for the event, raising approximately $850K, thanks to the support of generous donors through ticket purchases, corporate sponsorships, individual contributions, and an exciting silent and live auction.

The evening’s festivities were led by Craig Melvin, the award-winning co-anchor of NBC’s TODAY, who served as Master of Ceremonies. The dinner portion of the evening featured the presentation of the NYJL’s most prestigious honors: the Outstanding Sustainer and Outstanding Volunteer Awards. Since 1952, the Winter Ball has helped raise essential funds for the NYJL’s training and community programs while bringing together volunteers, family, friends, and supporters for presentations of the award recipients.

The 2025 Outstanding Sustainers are Elizabeth King and Gena Lovett, and the 2025 Outstanding Volunteers are Sarah Marie Cloonan, Nicole M. Hudak, Michelle LeNoach, Kathleen Z. Li, and Noreen Okarter. These exceptional women are dedicated to serving the New York City and NYJL communities, living the NYJL’s core values, and leading by example.

The evening’s celebrations kicked off with a vibrant dance performance by the Harlem School of the Arts, the NYJL’s 2024-2025 Community Improvement Project (CIP) partner. 

The dinner began with a dance performance by the Harlem School of the Arts, the NYJL’s 2024-2025 Community Improvement Project (CIP) community partner, and came to a finale as acclaimed auctioneer Erin Ward of Star Benefit Auctions hosted the live auction bidding. Guests enthusiastically bid thousands of dollars on once-in-a-lifetime experiences and memorabilia, including “New York City Dream Getaway (a stay at the New York Athletic Club including a glamorous evening at the Metropolitan Opera Club and an exclusive chef’s table experience at Arthur & Sons), “Island Luxury & Artisan Elegance” (a luxury week-long stay in St. Barth with WIMCO Villas), “Practice, Play & Stay” (a stay at Marram Montauk and rounds of golf at Westhampton Country Club and the Maidstone Club in East Hampton, plus a private yacht charter in Sag Harbor), “Rejuvenate & Restore” (a transformative wellness retreat for two at the award-winning Canyon Ranch), and “Ferrari Fantasy” (an Italian getaway in Modena, Italy with a Ferrari test drive experience and balsamic tasting).

Following dinner, guests satisfied their sweet tooth with desserts and danced the night away to the sounds of The Midnight Project in the breathtaking waterfront setting of Cipriani South Street. Nearly 1,000 guests attended this year’s Winter Ball to celebrate the NYJL’s work serving the New York City community for nearly 125 years.

“Winter Ball continues to be a celebration of the NYJL’s deep commitment to the New York City community and the incredible women who make our work possible. We are profoundly grateful for the support we received this evening, which will help us continue to foster leadership, amplify our impact, and create meaningful change throughout our city,” said Jeri Powell, NYJL President.

Corporate sponsors included Bloomberg Philanthropies, DiaGen AI, Hadassah, Jafri Journals, LFB Ventures, Marsh McLennan Agency, Morgan Stanley, P.C., Sills Cummis & Gross P.C., The 13th Child Behavior Analysts, The HollyJolly Foundation, Timothy Blanco Worldwide, Urban Atelier Group, and Waters Family Memorial Fund. In-kind sponsors included About-Designs, ASD Gems, Agapi Luxury Brands/Freud Cigars, Beck Bags, Hampton Water, Harlem School of the Arts, Illustrations by Deanna First, Music by the Midnight Project, NYC Party Booth, Orveda, Pickle, Reverie Social, Steve Friedberg Magic, Treat House, Artwork by Tanu Vasu @nyccurated, Veuve Clicquot, and videography by Jelo Pecana.

Proceeds from Winter Ball support the NYJL's community and advocacy work and leadership and volunteer training programs.

Photos of the event can be downloaded here and credited to Madeleine Thomas/BFA.com.

About the New York Junior League
Since 1901, the New York Junior League (NYJL) has responded to New York City’s most pressing socioeconomic challenges. Powered by over 2,500 women volunteers, the NYJL works with approximately 60 community-based organizations to advance children’s social-emotional learning and to provide life skills programs to youth and adults who are navigating periods of difficult transition. Bringing their diverse experiences and talents, trained NYJL volunteers engage women and children in health, education, and arts workshops specially customized to their needs. The NYJL also advocates with state and city government for women- and children-centered policies and develops volunteers’ leadership skills for service in the NYJL and on other nonprofit boards, all while cultivating a community that reinforces women’s personal relationships and collective power as drivers of positive change.
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