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The New York Junior League Announces Craig Melvin as the
Master of Ceremonies for the 73rd Annual Winter Ball
TODAY Co-Anchor to Speak at Black-Tie Fundraiser on March 1, 2025

New York, New York (January 14, 2024) - The New York Junior League (NYJL) is thrilled to announce that Craig Melvin will be the Master of Ceremonies for the 73rd Annual Winter Ball. Melvin is the award-winning co-anchor of NBC's TODAY. He was previously a news anchor on TODAY, a co-host of the “3rd Hour of TODAY,” and a host of syndicated Dateline NBC broadcasts.

Winter Ball will be held on Saturday, March 1, 2025 at Cipriani South Street. The black-tie gala is the NYJL's largest fundraiser and celebrates the organization's community projects and women volunteers who dedicate themselves to improving the community in New York City. Melvin will serve as the Master of Ceremonies during the dinner programming and awards presentations of Winter Ball.

Melvin has covered a wide range of news events, including several Republican and Democratic National Conventions and three Presidential Inaugurations. His coverage of politics has included notable interviews with former President Bill Clinton, then-Vice President Joe Biden, former Ambassador Nikki Haley, and former Secretaries of State John Kerry, Mike Pompeo, and Condoleezza Rice.

In addition, he has also covered five Olympic Games and six Super Bowls. Prior to joining NBC News and MSNBC in July 2011, Melvin was a weekend anchor for WRC, NBC’s owned-and-operated station in Washington, D.C. Before that, Melvin earned acclaim as an evening news anchor at WIS in Columbia, South Carolina, which is also his hometown.

Melvin is a graduate of Wofford College in Spartanburg, South Carolina where he serves on the board of trustees. He is an active member of several charities, including serving on the board of the Colorectal Cancer Alliance.

"We are thrilled to have Craig Melvin as our Winter Ball Master of Ceremonies. As a celebrated journalist and passionate advocate for community engagement, Craig embodies the spirit of service and leadership that the New York Junior League champions,” said NYJL President Jeri Powell. “His dedication to sharing impactful stories makes him a perfect fit to help us celebrate our mission and the power of collective action.”

Winter Ball Harriman VIP tickets are available for $1,000 and Dinner tickets are $600. For more information, or to purchase tickets, visit www.nyjl.org/events/winter-ball/. 

About the New York Junior League
Since 1901, the New York Junior League (NYJL) has responded to New York City’s most pressing socioeconomic challenges. Powered by nearly 2,500 women volunteers, the NYJL works with more than 60 community-based organizations to advance children’s social-emotional learning and to provide life skills programs to youth and adults who are navigating periods of difficult transition. Bringing their diverse experiences and talents, trained NYJL volunteers engage women and children in health, education, and arts workshops specially customized to their needs. The NYJL also advocates with state and city government for women- and children-centered policies and develops volunteers’ leadership skills for service in the NYJL and on other nonprofit boards, all while cultivating a community that reinforces women’s personal relationships and collective power as drivers of positive change.
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