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The New York Junior League Announces Valerie S. Mason as the 125th Anniversary Legacy Award Honoree,
to be Recognized at 74th Annual Winter Ball: Gilded Legacy: Celebrating 125 Years of Impact

New York, NY - The New York Junior League is proud to announce that Valerie S. Mason will be honored with the 125th Anniversary Legacy Award at its most highly anticipated fundraiser, the 74th Annual Winter Ball: Gilded Legacy: Celebrating 125 Years of Impact, on Saturday, February 28, 2026, at Cipriani South Street.

Established in honor of the NYJL’s 125th anniversary, the Legacy Award recognizes an extraordinary woman whose leadership, service, and professional achievements reflect the values and enduring impact of the organization. Mason exemplifies these ideals through a distinguished career defined by integrity, mentorship, and a steadfast commitment to advancing women’s leadership across industries and communities.

A highly respected attorney, executive, and board leader, Mason has built a distinguished career at the intersection of law, finance, governance, and strategic leadership. She has held senior leadership roles within complex organizations, advising on critical business, legal, and governance matters while championing ethical leadership and long-term institutional strength. Mason currently serves as Co-Chair of the Lender Finance practice and is a member of the Finance and Banking Department at Otterbourg P.C. She graduated magna cum laude with Distinction from Barnard College and earned her Juris Doctor from Duke University School of Law.

Mason’s commitment to service extends well beyond her professional career through her longstanding involvement with nonprofit and civic organizations. She has served on numerous boards, including that of the Women’s Prison Association, an organization with a long history of partnership with the New York Junior League, where she has contributed her leadership and expertise to advance education, social justice, and community impact. Additionally, she currently serves as Chair of Manhattan Community Board 8. Her belief in strong governance, thoughtful advocacy, and sustained investment in people closely aligns with the NYJL’s mission to develop women leaders and improve the lives of women, children, and families in New York City.

“Valerie S. Mason embodies the leadership the New York Junior League seeks to inspire,” said Jeri Powell, President of the New York Junior League. “Her career demonstrates how professional excellence, service, and mentorship can drive meaningful community impact. As we celebrate 125 years, we are honored to recognize a leader whose work reflects our mission and encourages others to lead with purpose.”

As the NYJL proudly commemorates 125 years of service, leadership, and impact, the 74th Annual Winter Ball serves as the centerpiece of this milestone year. Since 1952, the Winter Ball has brought the New York community together to raise vital funds in support of the League’s mission-driven work, with proceeds directly benefiting its community partnerships, advocacy initiatives, and volunteer leadership development programs. Building on the success of the 2025 event, which welcomed nearly 1,000 guests and raised more than $850,000, the 2026 celebration is already generating unprecedented interest.
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