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The New York Junior League Hosts HRH The Duke of Edinburgh at Luncheon
Celebrating Partnership with The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award USA
Two Legacy Organizations Partner to Empower the Next Generation of Young Leaders in New York City

New York, New York (May 1, 2025) - The New York Junior League (NYJL) proudly announces its partnership with The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award USA. In celebration of this new collaboration, the NYJL hosted His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh for an intimate luncheon at the Astor House on Tuesday, April 29, 2025. The event welcomed leaders from The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award USA, the NYJL, and NYJL community partners including Esperanza Preparatory Academy, Good Shepherd Services, and Harlem School of the Arts.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award USA is an internationally recognized program for young people, building their skills to equip them for life and work. By creating opportunities for young people to develop skills, get physically active, give service, and experience adventure, the Award can play a critical role in participants’ development. The Award encourages participants to spend time volunteering in their community, which benefits others and contributes to their growth and well-being. Open to anyone aged 14 to 24, regardless of their background, culture, physical ability, skills, and interests, the Award offers three levels of achievement: Bronze, Silver, and Gold.

Through this partnership, the NYJL will engage its network of community partners to identify students who will participate in the Award programming, with NYJL volunteers serving as mentors to guide and support participants through their journey.

“The New York Junior League and the Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award USA are jointly focused on inspiring young people in America from every background and community and to discover their purpose, passion, and place in the world,” said Suzanne Currie, CEO of The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award USA. “With our alignment in missions, we are pleased to work with the NYJL to bring our award programming to young New Yorkers to build the skills, confidence, and leadership necessary to shape their bright futures.”

“As we approach the NYJL’s 125th anniversary and the Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award USA’s 70th anniversary in 2026, this partnership marks a significant and exciting chapter in our shared histories as legacy organizations,” said Jeri Powell, President of the New York Junior League. “We are honored to join the global movement that is The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award USA, as the NYJL has its own role in a worldwide network of service. Founded as the very first Junior League, the NYJL launched an international movement that now spans nearly 300 communities across the United States and world. Together, through this partnership, we are expanding opportunities for young people to lead, to serve, and to thrive.”

The New York Junior League worked with event planning company GvW Events to design, plan, and produce the formal luncheon. The founder of GvW Events, Hannah Gräfin von Waldersee, drew on earlier experience as Chief of Staff to the Master of the Household, based at Buckingham Palace, to advise the NYJL leadership and guests on the appropriate protocol and formalities for the occasion. The design of the event invoked a formal English garden party, incorporating the NYJL’s signature ivy green house color and rose petal pink details throughout the decor. Ditzy tablecloths, formal china, and soft romantic arrangements featuring roses and thistles provided an elegant homage to the official flowers of the State of New York and the Duke of Edinburgh. A celebratory menu catered by Olivier Cheng Catering and jazz performed by a trio from the Harlem School of Arts contributed to the sense of occasion.

Photos of the luncheon can be downloaded here and credited to Andrew Werner.

About the New York Junior League
Since 1901, the New York Junior League (NYJL) has responded to New York City’s most pressing socioeconomic challenges. Powered by more than 2,600 women volunteers, the NYJL works with more than 60 community-based organizations to advance children’s social-emotional learning and to provide life skills programs to youth and adults who are navigating periods of difficult transition. Bringing their diverse experiences and talents, trained NYJL volunteers engage women and children in health, education, and arts workshops specially customized to their needs. The NYJL also advocates with state and city government for women- and children-centered policies and develops volunteers’ leadership skills for service in the NYJL and on other nonprofit boards, all while cultivating a community that reinforces women’s personal relationships and collective power as drivers of positive change.

www.nyjl.org
www.facebook.com/thenyjl
www.instagram.com/thenyjl
www.linkedin.com/company/thenyjl

About the Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award USA
The Duke of Edinburgh’s International Award USA is the world’s leading youth achievement award, equipping young people for life. The Award is available for all young people aged 14 to 24, regardless of their background, culture, physical ability, skills, and interests. It is a fully inclusive program and has no social, political, or religious affiliations. The Award encourages young people to improve mental and physical health, build meaningful connections, give back to their communities, and embrace structure and purpose. These essential life skills are exactly what universities and employers look for in applicants. The Award offers a unique, internationally recognized accreditation for a young person’s activities and experiences.

www.usaward.org
www.facebook.com/theawardusa
www.instagram.com/theawardusa
www.linkedin.com/company/the-duke-of-edinburgh's-international-award-usa
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