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New York Junior League Completes 33rd Annual Playground Improvement Project
Revitalizing Columbus Park
The NYJL and NYC Parks hold Ribbon Cutting Ceremony


New York, New York (June 26, 2024) - On Saturday, June 8, 2024, the New York Junior League (NYJL)’s Playground Improvement Project celebrated the completion of their renovation of Columbus Park. The ribbon cutting ceremony was led by NYJL President Serra E. Eken and Manhattan Borough Commissioner Tricia Shimamura. Since 1991, the New York Junior League, in partnership with the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (NYC Parks), has planned and executed a yearly large-scale park or playground improvement project in Manhattan. 

With the help of over 500 volunteers from the NYJL and local community who dedicated more than 2,300 hours across five weekends in April and May 2024, the Playground Improvement Project repainted nearly 50 benches as well as weeded, composted, and planted over 2,500 new plants to restore this community site. In addition to gardening and other general park improvements, the NYJL donated playground equipment for children and picnic tables. The NYJL also is providing Bigbelly trash cans for the park, which will help to ensure a cleaner and safer space for the community and significantly reduce the rat population.

“When it was created in 1991, the Playground Improvement Project’s mission was to revitalize safe and beautiful playgrounds. This year’s project at Columbus Park is especially meaningful to us because it provided an opportunity to return to our roots—restoring not just the park, but also donating new playground equipment for the children to enjoy,” said NYJL President Serra E. Eken. “This spring, we have seen how well loved this park is by its community, and we are thrilled to be able to be here today celebrating this project.”

“The Playground Improvement Project stands as a remarkable initiative that has helped preserve and enhance cherished play areas in Manhattan. This year’s project at Columbus Park is giving one of the city’s oldest parks new life, restoring not only the park itself, but also providing exciting new playground equipment for all New Yorkers to enjoy,” said NYC Parks Commissioner Sue Donoghue. “We’re so grateful to all the volunteers whose unwavering dedication ensures the vitality of our parks throughout the five boroughs. Your steadfast commitment to nurturing New York City’s green spaces resonates citywide, and we’re extremely thankful for our partnership with the New York Junior League.”

Columbus Park provides space for a number of activities for community members including basketball courts, a playground, spray showers, and chess boards, making it an important landmark in the heart of downtown Manhattan. It was originally built to uplift the infamous “Five Points” neighborhood, which was home to many immigrant groups as a stepping stone to a new life in America. The area continues to be a fixture to the surrounding community, and the NYJL is proud to work in such an important park this spring.

Stop by the park to see the impact our volunteers have had and visit our website (https://www.nyjl.org) to 
learn more about the NYJL’s volunteer and fundraising opportunities.

About the New York Junior League
Since 1901, the New York Junior League (NYJL) has responded to New York City’s most pressing socioeconomic challenges. Powered by more than 2,500 women volunteers, the NYJL works with more than 60 community-based organizations to advance children’s social-emotional learning and to provide life skills programs to youth and adults who are navigating periods of difficult transition. Bringing their diverse experiences and talents, trained NYJL volunteers engage women and children in health, education, and arts workshops specially customized to their needs. The NYJL advocates with state and city government for women- and children-centered policies and develops volunteers’ leadership skills for service in the NYJL and on other nonprofit boards, all while cultivating a community that reinforces women’s personal relationships and collective power as drivers of positive change. The NYJL also responds to community partners’ requests for immediate support and invests funds and volunteers’ time in restoring public parks and community spaces to create welcoming environments conducive to fitness, health, recreation, and socialization.
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