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New York Junior League Celebrates Renovation of Harlem School of the Arts at Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony
The NYJL’s Community Improvement Project Completes 2024–2025 Annual Renovation

New York, New York (June 9, 2025) - The New York Junior League (NYJL) is proud to announce the completion of its 2024–2025 Community Improvement Project (CIP) at the Harlem School of the Arts (HSA), officially unveiled during a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Tuesday, June 3, 2025. The ceremony was led by NYJL President Jeri Powell and Harlem School of the Arts President James C. Horton, celebrating a successful collaboration that transformed HSA’s studio arts classroom and multipurpose instructional space.

Over the past seven months, NYJL volunteers contributed nearly 1,000 hours of hands-on renovation work, investing approximately $70,000 in in-kind donations and services. Improvements included repainting and refurbishing walls, installing new flooring, upgrading lighting and storage solutions, assembling furniture, and creating a warm, modernized environment that supports student creativity and community programming.

“The New York Junior League is proud to partner with Harlem School of the Arts to create a space that inspires creativity, self-expression, and learning,” said NYJL President Jeri Powell. “This year’s Community Improvement Project builds on our mission to support youth and families across New York City — particularly in communities where investment in creative spaces can make a lasting difference. The NYJL was honored to see first-hand the impact that HSA has on budding artists during our 2025 Winter Ball in March, where their talented dancers brought an Alice in Wonderland–inspired performance to life.”

“This partnership with the New York Junior League represents so much more than a renovation — it’s an investment in the creative futures of our young people,” said HSA President James C. Horton The transformation of our visual arts studio and multipurpose performance space is a beautiful example of what’s possible when mission-driven organizations come together in service of community. We are profoundly grateful to the NYJL for their generosity, leadership, and belief in the power of the arts to uplift and empower the next generation of leaders.”

Harlem School of the Arts serves more than 1,200 students annually, ages 2–18, many of whom come from underserved communities. Offering instruction in dance, music, musical theater, theater, and studio arts, HSA equips students with artistic training and life skills that prepare them for success inside and outside the classroom. The newly renovated “studio” arts classroom will enable educators to modernize their instruction with enhanced facilities and technology while providing a welcoming, organized space for both teachers and students. The newly renovated studio arts classroom will support interdisciplinary learning, exhibitions, and collaborative programming.

Each year, the NYJL’s Community Improvement Project selects a New York City-based nonprofit partner to receive a major facility enhancement. The initiative not only revitalizes critical community spaces but also expands the long-term impact of the partner organization’s programming.

To learn more about the NYJL’s Community Improvement Project, visit www.nyjl.org.






About the New York Junior League
Since 1901, the New York Junior League (NYJL) has responded to New York City’s most pressing socioeconomic challenges. Powered by more than 2,600 women volunteers, the NYJL works with more than 60 community-based organizations to advance children’s social-emotional learning and to provide life skills programs to youth and adults who are navigating periods of difficult transition. Bringing their diverse experiences and talents, trained NYJL volunteers engage women and children in health, education, and arts workshops specially customized to their needs. The NYJL also advocates with state and city government for women- and children-centered policies and develops volunteers’ leadership skills for service in the NYJL and on other nonprofit boards, all while cultivating a community that reinforces women’s personal relationships and collective power as drivers of positive change.

www.nyjlL.org
www.facebook.com/thenyjl
www.instagram.com/thenyjl
www.linkedin.com/company/thenyjl

About Harlem School of the Arts
Through its artistic programs and youth development initiatives, HSA nurtures creativity, resilience, teamwork, and confidence in young people. HSA creates a space where young individuals not only build character but also develop life skills that will benefit them now and into the future. Offering after-school and weekend classes, immersive summer programs, and an exclusive preparatory program for teens pursuing a career in the arts, HSA provides a pathway for young talent to thrive. Discover more about their programs and upcoming performances at www.hsanyc.org.
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