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[bookmark: _xvfdpx7usnov]New York Junior League Completes Playground Improvement Project at DeWitt Clinton Park in Hell’s Kitchen
[bookmark: _k5qulc3lc74h]The 125th anniversary project includes restoring the Erie Canal mural in the park’s playground, refreshing key areas throughout the park, and planting more than 2,400 plants.
New York, New York (June 25, 2026) — On Saturday, June 6, 2026, the New York Junior League’s Playground Improvement Project celebrated the successful completion of its 35th annual project, this year at DeWitt Clinton Park in Hell’s Kitchen. The ribbon-cutting ceremony was led by NYJL President Jeri Powell and New York City Department of Parks & Recreation Commissioner Tricia Shimamura with remarks from Borough President Brad Hoylman-Sigal and Council Member Carl Wilson. Since 1991, the NYJL has partnered with the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation to complete a large-scale park revitalization project in Manhattan each year.
This year’s project brought together more than 800 NYJL and community volunteers over six weekends in April and May. Volunteers contributed more than 3,200 hours to clean, paint, plant, build, and care for DeWitt Clinton Park. Work included painting the park’s retaining wall, refreshing key areas throughout the park, planting more than 2,400 plants, creating new entry gardens at the stairs to the park, and supporting the DeWitt Clinton Neighborhood Rose Garden. 
A major focus of the project was restoring the Erie Canal mural in the park’s playground. The mural celebrates DeWitt Clinton’s historic connection to the Erie Canal and brings that story to life for children and families through bright visual elements and interactive play features, including hopscotch. The refreshed mural now serves as both a colorful gathering point and an educational feature within the playground, connecting the park’s history to the way children use the space today.
In addition to the hands-on volunteer work, the NYJL’s Playground Improvement Project made several capital contributions to support the park’s continued use and care. These contributions included 11 flower-filled planters and a ping-pong table for the community to enjoy, as well as essential resources for the District 4 gardeners such as a new storage unit,  a chipper shredder, and a mulcher mower. 
The 2026 project holds special significance as the NYJL celebrates its 125th anniversary. In 1901, the same year the New York Junior League was founded, the land that became DeWitt Clinton Park was acquired and set aside for public use. One year later, Frances Griscom Parsons helped establish the DeWitt Clinton Farm School there, creating one of the earliest children’s gardening programs in the country. The project reflects the NYJL’s continued commitment to women’s civic leadership, hands-on service, and the care of shared public spaces.
“The New York Junior League always seeks projects with deep roots, wide community support, and the potential to create lasting impact,” NYJL 2024-2026 President Jeri Powell said. “This project in DeWitt Clinton is a meaningful example of those principles in action and would not have been possible without our long-standing partnership with the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation.”

“This partnership is a powerful reminder of what can be accomplished when public agencies, nonprofit organizations, volunteers, and local communities come together around a shared vision,” said NYC Parks Commissioner Tricia Shimamura. “Collaborations like this one are essential to sustaining and enhancing the public spaces that bring New Yorkers together. By combining resources, expertise, and thousands of hours of volunteer service, this collaboration has not only improved more than a dozen parks but also strengthened NYJL's role as a vibrant community asset for years to come.”
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