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[bookmark: _xvfdpx7usnov]New York Junior League Completes Community Improvement Projects at Hope Center Harlem and NYC Autism Charter School
[bookmark: _3nk27xp1hg9c]125th anniversary projects support mental health services and children’s education across New York City.
New York, New York (June 9, 2026) — In celebration of the New York Junior League’s (NYJL) 125th anniversary, the organization’s Community Improvement Project (CIP) completed two renovation projects that reflect the League’s longstanding commitment to supporting children and mental health services across New York City. During the 2025–2026 program year, NYJL volunteers led major renovations at Hope Center Harlem (HCH) and NYC Autism Charter School East Harlem, transforming spaces designed to support healing, learning, and independence.
Over the past several months, NYJL volunteers contributed over 1,000 hours of hands-on renovation work and invested approximately $80,000 in in-kind donations and services across both projects.
At Hope Center Harlem, NYJL volunteers renovated several counseling rooms used by adolescents, adults, couples, and families receiving mental health services. Renovations included repainting and refurbishing walls, assembling furniture, and creating warmer, more welcoming spaces designed to support healing, comfort, and connection for clients and clinicians alike.
At NYC Autism Charter School, NYJL volunteers transformed the school’s life skills center into a more functional, engaging, and supportive environment where students with autism can build confidence and independence through hands-on learning. Renovations included repainting and refurbishing walls, upgrading appliances and furnishings, and redesigning the space to better reflect real-world home and community settings where students can practice essential daily living skills.
Bob’s Discount Furniture also donated a bed, mattress, dining table, and chairs for the renovated center, helping create a more realistic home environment for students learning routines such as making a bed or setting a table.
“The Community Improvement Project has been one of the New York Junior League’s most meaningful opportunities for hands-on service, and this year’s projects were especially significant as we celebrate our 125th anniversary,” said NYJL 2024-2026 President Jeri Powell. “By investing in spaces that support mental health services and help children build confidence and independence, we are honoring the League’s original mission while continuing to respond to the evolving needs of New Yorkers today.”
“Creating a calming, welcoming environment is an important part of the healing process,” said Dr. Lena Green, Executive Director of Hope Center Harlem. “Thanks to the partnership and generosity of the New York Junior League, these renovated counseling rooms will help our clients feel more comfortable and supported from the moment they walk through the door, while giving our clinicians spaces that better reflect the care and compassion at the center of our work.”

“The New York Junior League has helped us create a life skills center where students can safely practice the routines and experiences that are essential to everyday independence,” said Julie Fisher, Executive Director of NYC Autism Charter School. “The transformed space gives students more opportunities to build confidence, develop practical skills, and prepare for life beyond the classroom.”
Each year, the NYJL’s Community Improvement Project selects one or more New York City-based nonprofit partners to receive major facility enhancements. The initiative not only revitalizes critical community spaces but also expands the long-term impact of partner organizations’ programming and services.
To learn more about the NYJL’s Community Improvement Project, visit www.nyjl.org.
About the New York Junior League
Since 1901, the New York Junior League (NYJL) has responded to New York City’s most pressing socioeconomic challenges. Powered by nearly 2,500 women volunteers, the NYJL works with more than 60 community-based organizations to advance children’s social-emotional learning and to provide life skills programs to youth and adults who are navigating periods of difficult transition. Bringing their diverse experiences and talents, trained NYJL volunteers engage women and children in health, education, and arts workshops specially customized to their needs. The NYJL also advocates with state and city government for women- and children-centered policies and develops volunteers’ leadership skills for service in the NYJL and on other nonprofit boards, all while cultivating a community that reinforces women’s personal relationships and collective power as drivers of positive change.
www.NYJL.org
www.facebook.com/thenyjl
www.instagram.com/thenyjl
www.twitter.com/thenyjl 

About Hope Center Harlem
The HOPE (Healing on Purpose and Evolving) Center is a free-standing, community-based mental health clinic that is affiliated with the historic First Corinthian Baptist Church (FCBC) in Central Harlem. The HOPE Center was established in 2016 to increase access to mental health services in Harlem and decrease the stigma concerning mental health in communities of color. The HOPE Center offers free mental health services for individuals, families, and group therapy for adults and teens focused on suicide prevention and a variety of wellness-based initiatives for people affected by mental health challenges. www.hopecenterharlem.org
About NYC Autism Charter School
Founded in 2005, NYC Autism Charter Schools (NYCACS) are dedicated to providing an individualized, high-quality education to children, adolescents, and young adults with autism. Through evidence-based teaching and strong partnerships with families, NYCACS prepares students for success and greater independence in daily life. With campuses in Harlem and the Bronx, the schools foster inclusive, supportive environments that empower students to thrive both in and beyond the classroom.
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