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The New York Junior League Announces its 2025 Outstanding Sustainers and Outstanding Volunteers
to Be Honored at the 73rd Annual Winter Ball
The NYJL to Celebrate Outstanding Sustainers Elizabeth King and Gena Lovett and
Outstanding Volunteers Sarah Marie Cloonan, Nicole M. Hudak, Michelle LeNoach, Kathleen Z. Li, and Noreen Okarter

New York, New York (December 10, 2024) - The New York Junior League (NYJL) is pleased to announce the selection of the 2025 Outstanding Sustainers and Outstanding Volunteers, who will be honored at the 73rd Annual Winter Ball on Saturday, March 1, 2025.  As the organization’s highest honors, the Outstanding Sustainer and Outstanding Volunteer awards are reserved for those women who exemplify a superior standard of excellence in volunteerism.  These exceptional women are dedicated to serving the New York City and NYJL communities, living the NYJL’s core values and leading by example.

The NYJL Sustainer Nominating committee selected the two 2025 Outstanding Sustainers: Elizabeth King and Gena Lovett.

Elizabeth King has been a member of the NYJL for over 30 years and was named an Outstanding Volunteer in 2009. She presently serves on the Thanksgiving Eve Ball and Sustainer Day Committees and has previously served on the Headquarters Committee, Volunteer Conference, Sustainer Nominating, as well as the Food & Beverage Task Force and 120th Anniversary Cookbook Task Force. King also serves as a Board Member of the Little Sisters of the Assumption, who recognized her with their Family Life Service Award. King was also honored by her alma mater, Skidmore College, with their Outstanding Service Award and has served on the Board and the Fundraising and Development Committee of the Irish Georgian Society for many years. King is a chef, interior designer, and floral arranger and owns the Kings’ Carriage House on the Upper East Side and the Linen Shop in New Canaan.

Gena Lovett has been a member of the NYJL for nearly 30 years and was honored as an Outstanding Volunteer in 2002. She served as President from 2008 to 2010.  Lovett is currently Chair of the Community Advisory Council and Presidential Advisor to the Investment Advisory Work Group at the NYJL, Treasurer of the Association of Junior Leagues International (AJLI), Board Chairman of the Beat 139, and member of the Abyssinian Baptist Church Audit and Investment Committees. She has also served as Treasurer of the NYJL, a member of the AJLI Board of Directors and Nominating Committee, and Chairman of the New York State Public Affairs Committee of the Junior Leagues (NYSPAC). Lovett's past leadership positions include the President of the Women’s Prison Association and the New York Women’s Agenda, and Treasurer for Citizen Union and the Citizen Union Foundation. Lovett is also the Founder and Managing Partner of Little Wolf Capital and Consulting, a firm that provides strategic guidance to businesses and cultivates financial partnerships while acting as a C-Suite advisor, focusing on operational and financial matters. Lovett holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Business Administration from Philander Smith College and obtained a diploma in Financial Management from the New York University School of Professional Studies (NYU SPS).

The NYJL Nominating committee selected the five 2025 Outstanding Volunteers: Sarah Marie Cloonan, Nicole M. Hudak, Michelle LeNoach, Kathleen Z. Li, and Noreen Okarter.

Sarah Marie Cloonan has been a member of the NYJL for 15 years and currently serves as a Director at Large on the Board of Directors. She most recently served as the Senior Council Head for Strategy, Advocacy, and Communications. Previously, Cloonan was vice chair of the Social Equity committee and the Membership Work Group, co-chair of the Leadership Development committee, a member of the Nominating committee, the Public Affairs Council Head, co-chair of New View, and a vice chair of Milbank/Pelham Fritz. Outside of the NYJL, Sarah is a passionate member of the New York running community serving as a mentor and fundraiser with Team for Kids. She is also committed to advocacy work with Harc, Inc in Hartford, CT. Professionally, Cloonan is a strategic marketing and communications professional. She holds a Master of Science in Critical, Curatorial and Conceptual Practices in Architecture from Columbia University, a Master of Architecture from Tulane University, and a Bachelor of Science in Architecture from The Catholic University of America.

Nicole M. Hudak has been an active member of the New York Junior League since 2014 and currently serves as a Director at Large on the Board of Directors. Hudak previously served on the Management Council as the Training Council Head and has chaired the Done in a Day, Done in a Day on Demand, and Auction committees and served as the Membership Area Associate.  Hudak has been a member of many work groups and task forces, including the Membership Work Group, the Strategic Planning Work Group, the Governance Work Group, and the Risk Management Task Force. She was named a Woman to Watch in 2017. Professionally, Nikki is an attorney.  Until recently, she was a Senior Associate General Counsel at the Office of the New York City Comptroller and left that position after 10 years to transition into a legal role in the nonprofit sector. She received her Juris Doctor from Fordham University School of Law and her Bachelor of Arts from Emory University.

Michelle LeNoach has been a member of the New York Junior League for 10 years and currently serves as the Affiliation Council Head. Her previous leadership roles include Affiliation Council Associate,  vice chair of the Membership Engagement Events committee, co-chair of the Annual Fund, co-chair of the Volunteer Education and Training committee, and vice chair of the Playground Improvement Project committee. Professionally, Michelle is a freelance Development Operations Consultant and holds a Master of Science in Nonprofit Leadership from Fordham University and a Bachelor of Business Administration in Marketing from Hofstra University.

Kathleen Z. Li has been a member of the NYJL since 2014 and is currently a co-chair of the Provisional Training committee. She spent the majority of her NYJL career on the Winter Ball committee in roles including co-chair, vice chair, and sub chair and has also served on the Nominating committee, the First League Fund, and as the Social Action & Advocacy Council Associate. Li has worked at Google for over a decade and is currently a Software Engineering Manager of the Google Ad Manager Engineering Productivity team. Li graduated from Princeton University with a Bachelor of Science in Computer Science.

Noreen Okarter has been a member of the NYJL for eight years and currently serves as the Co-Chair of the Placement committee. She previously served as Finance Council Head on the Management Council, Finance Council Associate, and a member of the Cooking and Health Education for Families (CHEF) and Artistic Journeys committees. Noreen is a member of the Board of National Ambassadors at FARE (Food Allergy Research & Education). Professionally, Noreen works at Morgan Stanley. Noreen received an MBA in Finance from Pepperdine University and a Bachelor of Arts in International Studies from Johns Hopkins University, where she is currently a member of the junior advisory board for the Krieger School of Arts & Sciences.

“We are incredibly proud to honor this exceptional group of women who embody the heart and soul of volunteerism,” said NYJL President Jeri Powell. “Their unwavering dedication to service and their commitment to creating positive change in our communities inspire us all. These awards are a reflection of their extraordinary leadership, and we are privileged to celebrate their contributions at the 73rd Annual Winter Ball.”

The Outstanding Sustainers and Outstanding Volunteers will be honored at the NYJL’s 73rd Annual Winter Ball: An Evening in Wonderland, on Saturday, March 1, 2025 at Cipriani South Street.  Since 1952, the Winter Ball has helped raise essential funds for the NYJL’s community programs while bringing together volunteers, family, friends, and supporters for presentations of the award recipients.

Winter Ball Harriman VIP tickets are available for $1,000 and Dinner tickets are available for $600. For more information, or to purchase tickets, visit www.nyjl.org/events/winter-ball/. 

About the New York Junior League
Since 1901, the New York Junior League (NYJL) has responded to New York City’s most pressing socioeconomic challenges. Powered by nearly 2,500 women volunteers, the NYJL works with more than 60 community-based organizations to advance children’s social-emotional learning and to provide life skills programs to youth and adults who are navigating periods of difficult transition. Bringing their diverse experiences and talents, trained NYJL volunteers engage women and children in health, education, and arts workshops specially customized to their needs. The NYJL also advocates with state and city government for women- and children-centered policies and develops volunteers’ leadership skills for service in the NYJL and on other nonprofit boards, all while cultivating a community that reinforces women’s personal relationships and collective power as drivers of positive change.
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